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More Marcus Garvey Quotes with Interpretations 
1. "Never forget that intelligence rules the world and ignorance carries the burden." 

 
Garvey is emphasizing the power of intelligence and education. He suggests that those 
who are knowledgeable and informed are the ones who lead and make important 
decisions. On the other hand, those who lack knowledge (ignorance) end up dealing with 
the consequences and challenges set by the decisions of the knowledgeable. It's a call to 
seek knowledge and be informed because that's where true power lies. 
 
Marcus Garvey is saying that learning and knowing things is like having a superpower. It 
helps you become a leader and make awesome things happen! If you don't know much, 
things can be harder, like carrying a heavy backpack all day. 

 
2.  "Look for me in the whirlwind or the storm." 

 
This quote can be seen as Garvey expressing his resilience and unyielding spirit. He implies 
that even in times of great trouble or upheaval (symbolized by whirlwinds or storms), his 
influence and the essence of what he stood for will be present. It's a powerful statement 
of enduring through adversity and remaining influential and steadfast no matter the 
challenges faced. 
 
Garvey is telling us that when things get really tough, like during a big, scary storm, he'll be 
right there. It's like saying even when problems are big and scary, you can be brave and 
strong and get through them. 

 
3. "The pen is mightier than the sword, but the tongue is mightier than them both put 

together." 
 

The first part of this quote, "The pen is mightier than the sword," is a well-known proverb 
that means written words (and the ideas they convey) are more powerful than violence. 
Garvey extends this proverb by adding that spoken words (the tongue) are even more 
influential. He's highlighting the immense power of oration and spoken truth, which can 
inspire action, change minds, and shape history, even more so than the written word or 
force. 
 
This means that writing things down or talking about them can solve problems better than 
fighting. Garvey believes that when you speak up, it's even more powerful than writing—
your words can change the world, just like superheroes save the day with their words, not 
just their strength. 
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